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SLOVAK REGIONS 

• Important competences – regional roads, regional public transport, 

social care facilities, secondary schools, regional hospitals, libraries, 

theatres, tourism 

• The annual budget of Slovak regions: approximately 1,5 billion € 

(more than Ministry of Education or Ministry of Health Care) 

 



WHY THE OPENNESS MATTERS 

• Regions are not resistant to scandals 

• Oto Žarnay – regional high school teacher drew attention to redundant 

legal services contracts 

• The representatives of school and self-governing region refused 

accusation   

• The Supreme Audit Office confirmed redundancy  

• The self-government region (SGR) has changed practice – all high 

schools are obliged to use in house legal services (from SGR´s lawyers) 

 

• Banská Bystrica SGR announced 15 e-auctions for road repairing for 

10 million € 

• They took place in the same time – 15 people and PCs were needed 

• 9 from 15 tenders won small unknown company 

• The company withdrew from the contracts after media criticism 

 



TRANSPARENCY RANKINGS 

• We have elaborated transparency rankings since 2011 

 

• It shows differences in transparency among the various regions and 

increases the pressure for more open approach 

 

• Best practices, trends 

 

• Open access to information makes public oversight possible, the 

rules of the processes reduce space for arbitrary decisions 

 

• However, more transparency does not automatically mean no 

corruption 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT WE EVALUATED? 

• (SK: Plus Media and Grant Policy / MD) 

 

11 categories 

117 indicators 

10 types of data sources 



DATA SOURCES 

[NÁZOV 
KATEGÓRIE]c

heck; 
[HODNOTA] 

Questionnaire 
TI Slovakia; 
[HODNOTA] 

Mystery 
shopping; 

[HODNOTA] 

Regional 
media; 

[HODNOTA] 

tender.sme.sk; 
3,0% 
Request to 

Chief 
Comptroller; 
[HODNOTA] 

Electronic 
Contracting 

System; 
[HODNOTA] 

Facebook; 
1,5% 
Telephone 

call; 
[HODNOTA] 

Request to 
Chairman; 

[HODNOTA] 

The 

sources´ 

weights 



• The transparency level has increased: 

• Towns: 2010/2016: +11 pp 

• Regions: 2011/2017: +8 pp 

 

 

TRANSPARENCY IMPROVEMENT 
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DIFFERENT APPROACH  

• Banská Bystrica self-governing 

region  

 

 

• Trenčín self-governing region 

 
The photo sources: trencin.sk, 

banskabystrica.sk 



• Trenčín SGR 

• 2013/2017 

• +47 (%) pp 

 

• Banská 

Bystrica 

SGR 

• 2013/2017 

• -14 (%) pp 

• Trenčín region 

(SK): 75% 

• Straseni Region 

(MD): 59% 

 

 



DIFFERENT APPROACH  

It is a cabaret paid by 

George Soros and US 

Embassy.  

   

The reaction of Banská 

Bystrica self-governing 

region´s manager Milan 

Uhrík to the ranking results 

There is still a space to be 

better, of course. We will try to 

be even more open and 

transparent next year.  

 

The reaction of Trenčín self-

governing region´s Chairman 

Jaroslav Baška to the ranking 

results 

 

 

 

The photo sources: sme.sk, tsk.sk 



MEDIA MISUSE 

• Permanent Chairman´s campaign for 

public money, no alternative opinions, 
attacks against their opponents 



THE PORTAL 

hlasnetruby.transparency.sk 

• The possibility 

to announce 

the new 

misuse case 

• The evaluation of 415 editions of towns halls´ 

and 40 editions of SGRs´ newspapers   

• 10 particular indicators  

• All the newspapers in one place  

• The statistical data 

• The recommendations 

• The trends (We are going to repeat the 

analysis) 

 

http://hlasnetruby.transparency.sk/
http://hlasnetruby.transparency.sk/


OPEN REGION 



ELECTRONIC NOTICE BOARD 



PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING 

• 11 in 100 Slovak towns use 

participatory budgeting 

• Trenčín SGR – since 2017 as 

a first region 

• 99 thousand € / 29 projects in 

8 districts 

The photo source: FB profile Trenčín na Korze 



MEDIA COVERAGE 

• 72 outputs in 

Slovak media 

including all 

important TV 

channels and the 

newspapers in 

just three weeks 

The source: The Daily N 



TRANSPARENCY IN CAMPAIGNS 



TRANSPARENCY IS WORTH IT 
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www.transparency.sk 

facebook.com/transparencysk 

twitter.com/transparencysk 

transparency.blog.sme.sk 

https://transparency.blog.sme.sk/ 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ATTENTION 

https://transparency.blog.sme.sk/

